Intent
At Emneth Academy, we recognise that reading is a tool for life. We know that, in simple terms, reading unlocks the rest of the curriculum. As an Academy, we want our children to love reading and leave us at the end of Year 6 as accomplished and fluent readers. If children at our academy fall behind for any reason, we endeavour to ensure that they catch up quickly. We firmly believe that every child should read confidently and fluently before they progress to the next stage of their education.
Implementation
· We recognise that giving opportunities for pupils to read is of paramount importance. As a result, they read daily in all lessons. A love of reading is shared from their first day at school through daily storytelling sessions.
· Phonics is taught from day one in Reception through the use of the Little Wandle scheme of work. All staff are given frequent training updates to ensure the teaching of Little Wandle is the best it can be.
· In Key Stage 1, pupils take home a phonic book to read, along with a reading for pleasure book from the library. As they pass their phonics screening check, Salford Reading Age Tests determine their reading level. Children in Key Stage 2 take home reading for pleasure books.
· Emphasis is put on reading fluency from the end of year 1, with staff using strategies such as echo and choral reading to develop this.
· In Reception and Year 1, children are taught using Little Wandle. At the beginning of Year 2, Phase 5 phonics is reviewed before Whole Class Reading lessons begin.
· Whole Class Reading lessons are taught from Autumn 2 in Year 2 to Year 6, focusing on VIPERS skills. A range of high-quality fiction, non-fiction and poetry is used.
· Parents are engaged through volunteers who read with children.
· Teachers read to children for at least ten minutes daily.
· Two reading reward systems encourage reading at home: a badge system and a raffle system.
· Intervention groups support pupils who did not pass the Year 1 phonics screening.
· Year 6 librarians run a library club to support younger pupils.
· Reading is used in assemblies as a calming and regulation strategy.
Impact
Attainment in reading is measured using statutory assessments in EYFS, Year 1 (phonics screening), and KS2. Additional assessments include Salford Reading Age tests and PiXL assessments. Pupils develop strong reading skills, enthusiasm for reading, and progression across year groups.
