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Intent
 
Our Emneth Academy Forest School aim is to give all children a collective and positive insight into the ethos of Forest School.
We will encourage and inspire our children through a child centred learning process that offers holistic growth and positive outdoor experiences. 

Implementation

Forest School builds on a child’s innate motivation and positive attitude for learning, offering them the opportunities to take risks, make choices and initiate learning for themselves.

Our children, through regular sessions of supportive learning and play, will have the opportunity to -
· Explore and learn about the natural environment.
· Build skills and handle risks safely.
· Use their own initiative to solve problems and co-operate well and form positive relationships with others. 
· Use tools, play and explore our surroundings.
· Learn boundaries of behaviour (both physically and socially).
· Grow in confidence, self-esteem and become self-motivated.
· Learn about sustainability and responsibilities.


Forest School is about exploring and experiencing the natural world through practical activities. The children will go out in all weathers, all year round, exploring and learning from the different seasons and exploring environment changes. 

Appropriate clothing must be worn, however, during high winds it is considered unsafe to go into the forest, but we will continue to use our indoor Forest School classroom.
Impact

The Emneth Academy Forest School curriculum allows the children to:

· Develop physical stamina and improve gross and fine motor skills as well as mental health and wellbeing.  
· Grow in confidence, as a result of the freedom, time and space they are given during their learning sessions. 
·  Demonstrate independence and personal growth.
· Develop teamwork, strengthen their bonds and social skills.
· Increase their vocabulary and improve their communication skills, which also has a positive effect on their self-esteem.
· Have high levels of interest, which leads to high levels of attention and motivation.  
· Gain a love of the outdoors and a lifelong connection to nature.
· Develop a clearer understanding about our surroundings, our responsibilities, and the environment we live in. 
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